
 

 FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 12, 2017 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Campbell, LaPointe, Shay, Suprenant, 
Idleman, Haff, Pitts, O’Brien, Fedler, Shaw, Hogan 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 
SUPERVISORS: Henke, Hicks, Gang, Moore, Skellie, Armstrong 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk of the Board   Chris DeBolt, County Administrator  
Roger Wickes, County Attorney     Al Nolette, County Treasurer  
Public         
 
AGENDA AS PRESENTED IN COMMITTEE NOTICE: 
1. Call to Order 
2. Accept Minutes – October 31, 2016 & November 10, 2016 
3. Department Requests/Reports: 
      A. Treasurer 
 1)  Monthly Reports – Sales Tax 
 2)  County Clerk – Mortgage Book Scanning 
      B.     Real Property 
 1)  Wheelabrator Corrected Town/County Tax Bill – Town of Kingsbury 

2)  Monthly Report – Refund of Taxes  
3)  Erroneous Relevies – Multiple Parcels – Salem School Taxes 

     C.     County Administrator 
 1)  Budget Amendments – Various Departments – 2016 & 2017 
4)  Establish Salary for the Following Titles: 
 A.  Superintendent of Buildings & Grounds Trainee 
 B.  Staff Development Coordinator Trainee 
 C.  Sealer of Weights & Measures Trainee 
5)  Other Business – Authorize Extension of Mutual Link Agreement 
6)  Adjournment  
 

Chairman Campbell called the meeting to order at 10:05 A.M.  
 
A motion to accept the minutes of the December 8, 2016 Finance Committee meeting was 
moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Mr. Hogan and adopted.  
 
DEPARTMENT REQUEST/REPORTS: 
 
TREASURER – Al Nolette, Treasurer, addressed the following items with the committee: 

 Sales Tax Report – attached. Sales tax total for 2016 is $19,246,144.95; $718,696.25 
under year to date compared to last year. The $19,246,144.95 is $203,855.05 under the 
2016 budgeted amount of $19,450,000. Also attached NYSAC handout, The Impact of 
Major State Mandates on Counties. The Treasurer anticipates a strong first quarter in 2017 
because these 2016 sales tax totals are actually through November 30th.  

 Amend Budget County Clerk – Due to the new accounting system a purchase order was 
closed under the old system but never restored in the new system. The record scanning 
project has been completed and the purchase order needs to be restored and paid. A 
motion to amend County Clerk budget in the amount of $46,706 to restore purchase order 
for record scanning was moved by Ms. Idleman, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and adopted.   

 
REAL PROPERTY: Laura Chadwick, Director, addressed the committee:  

 To Correct Tax Bill – Wheelabrator Hudson Falls – The tax bill was corrected per stipulation 
and order of settlement. A motion to correct tax bill town of Kingsbury under the name of 
Wheelabrator Hudson Falls, LLC from $148,785.32 to the corrected amount of $153,679.35 
was moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Mr. Haff and adopted.   
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 Monthly Report Refund of Taxes – handout attached. These were properties that were 
made exempt. 

 Correction of Salem Relevies – Two days of school taxes were collected and never entered 
into the tax collection system. The school failed to enter the payments and the taxes were 
relevied onto the 2017 Town and County tax bill. Correcting these forty four bills does 
generate a considerable amount of work for the Treasurer’s office. A motion to correct 2017 
Salem School District relevies was moved by Ms. Idleman, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and 
adopted.  

 
BUDGET AMENDMENTS:  

 To Approve Sale of Land – A motion to approve sale of a parcel of county-owned land 
remaining after the 2016 Public Auction on Eddy Street in the Village of Greenwich to 
Jeffrey Bizelka in the amount of $2,000 was moved by Mr. Hogan, seconded by Mr. O’Brien 
and adopted.  

 To Amend 2017 Budget DSS for the Purchase of Vehicles – Resolution No. 344 dated 
December 16, 2016 placed funds in the 2016 budget for the order of three 2017 Chevy 
Equinox Suv’s but the purchase order was not issued. A motion to amend 2017 DSS 
budget for the purchase of vehicles was moved by Mr. Hogan, seconded by Mr. O’Brien 
and adopted.  

 To Authorize Out of State Travel – Treasurer’s Office & Information Technology – A motion 
to authorize out of state travel for two employees in the Treasurer’s Office and one 
employee in the Information Technology department for the purpose of report writer and 
other available training at the Tyler users conference in San Antonio Texas May 7 – 10, 
2017 was moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Ms. Idleman and adopted. Anticipated 
expense $5,000.  

 Amend 2017 Budget to Correct Error in Debt Service Reserve Fund – A motion to correct 
error in Debt Service Reserve Fund, decreasing the interfund revenue to match the 
expense budgeted in the general fund and appropriate $233,080 of fund balance, was 
moved by Ms. Idleman, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and adopted.   

 Amend 2016 Sheriff & Jail Budgets for Uniforms – A motion amend Sheriff and Jail 
budgets, transferring $27,657 from Sheriff to Jail to cover a shortage in the Jail uniform line 
was moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Ms. Idleman and adopted.  

 Amend 2017 Budget Public Safety for FY16 Emergency Management Performance Grant 
(EMPG) – A motion to recognize FY16 Emergency Management Performance Grant in the 
amount of $26,680 in the 2017 Public Safety budget was moved by Ms. Idleman, seconded 
by Mr. O’Brien and adopted.  

 To Amend 2017 Budget to Bring Forward Donations for Framing of 123rd Regiment Replica 
Flag – Each town in Washington County contributed $200 toward the framing and 
preservation of this replica flag and the funds were not expended in 2016, purchase order 
not cut, and need to carry forward into the 2017 budget. A motion to amend 2017 budget 
recognizing unspent funds for the preservation of a 123rd Regiment Replica Flag in the 
amount of $3,400 was moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Ms. Idleman and adopted.   

 To Amend Capital Project #116 for Contract with GPI for Parking Lot Project – The 
engineering analysis contract for the parking lot project was awarded to GPI and Capital 
Project #116 needs to be amended to move funds from the contingency account into the 
parking lot rehabilitation account in the amount of $85,000. Mr. Haff questioned spending  
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$85,000 on engineering for the parking lot. GPI has already commenced work related to 
this project. A motion to amend Capital Project #116 transferring funds from the 
contingency line to the parking lot rehabilitation line in the amount of $85,000 was moved 
by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Mr. Pitts and adopted. Mr. Haff opposed.  

 Establish Interfund Loan – Capital Project No. 81 – CR 10 Bridge Over the Mettowee – This 
is a joint project with the State of Vermont and with State funding but need to cash flow until 
those funds start coming in. A motion to authorize a loan when needed to fund any cash 
flow needs until the County receives reimbursement for funds expended on Capital Project 
No. 81 up to $500,000 was moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Ms. Idleman and adopted.   

 To Amend 2017 Public Safety Budget – Funds were budgeted for a $2.00 increase which 
was not approved in the 2017 budget and authorization is needed to amend the budget to 
place those funds in the contingency account. A motion to amend 2017 Public Safety 
budget to decrease personal services regular earnings and increase Contingency in the 
amount of $70,000 was moved by Mr. Shay, seconded by Mr. Pitts and adopted.  

 Appropriation – Washington County Historical Association – A motion to authorize 
Chairman to sign contract and Treasurer to pay Washington County Historical Society the 
sum of $1,856 for services rendered to the citizens of Washington County upon the 
execution of such contract was moved by Mr. Hogan, seconded by Ms. Idleman and 
adopted.  

 Authorize Chairman to Sign Agreement – Adirondack Park Local Government Review 
Board – A motion to authorize Chairman to sign contract and Treasurer to pay the 
Adirondack Park Local Government Review Board in the amount of $2,500 upon receipt of 
proper documentation was moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Mr. Hogan and adopted.  

 Appropriation for Conservation Education – A motion to authorize Chairman to sign 
contract and Treasurer to pay Conservation Education in the amount of $1,200 was moved 
by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Mr. Shay and adopted.  

 To Pay Municipal Association Dues – NYSAC – A motion to authorize the Treasurer to pay 
New York State Association of Counties dues in the amount of $7,978 was moved by Mr. 
O’Brien, seconded by Ms. Idleman and adopted.  

 To Pay Municipal Association Dues – NACo – A motion to authorize the Treasurer to pay 
National Association of Counties dues in the amount of $1,264 was moved by Mr. O’Brien, 
seconded by Mr. Hogan and adopted.  

 Chairman to Sign Petition of Condemnation – A motion to authorize the Chairman to sign 
petition of condemnation was moved by Mr. O’Brien and seconded by Ms. Idleman. 
Discussion. Mr. Haff stated blank authorization should not be given to the Chairman to sign 
a petition of condemnation because there should be extensive meetings prior to signature. 
The County Attorney stated this is for highway purposes and would not have to come 
before the committee if this resolution is approved. The court would determine the fair 
market value for the property. A motion to authorize the Chairman to sign petition of 
condemnation was moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Ms. Idleman and defeated.  

 Quarantine of Dogs for the Protection of Deer – A motion to enact twenty-four hour 
quarantine on dogs for the protection of deer as prescribed in Section 120 of the Agriculture 
and Markets Law was moved by Mr. O’Brien and seconded by Mr. Pitts. Discussion. Mr. 
Haff questioned when this was ever used and enforced. He stated every town has dog laws 
and this is redundant. Mr. O’Brien stated this puts people on notice. The motion to enact a 
twenty-four hour quarantine on dogs for the protection of deer as prescribed in Section 120  
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of the Agriculture and Markets Law was moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Mr. Pitts and 
adopted on the following roll call vote: AYES (8) Campbell, LaPointe, Suprenant, Idleman, 
Pitts, O’Brien Fedler, Shaw, NOES (2) Haff, Hogan, ABSENT (1) Shay, ABSTAIN (0).  

 To Approve Mutualink Program Contract Extension through January 2018 with Additional 
Licenses – A motion to authorize the Chairman to execute a grant extension for the 
Mutualink Program was moved by Ms. Idleman, seconded by Mr. Pitts and adopted.  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – A motion to enter an executive session for discussion of collective 
negotiations under the Taylor Law and tax litigation was moved by Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. 
O’Brien and adopted. A motion to return to regular session was moved by Mr. Hogan, 
seconded by Mr. O’Brien and adopted. No action was taken in the executive session.  
 
ESTABLISH SALARY FOR THE FOLLOWING TITLES: Superintendent of Buildings & 
Grounds Trainee, Staff Development Coordinator Trainee and Sealer of Weights & Measures 
Trainee – A motion to establish salaries for the positions of Superintendent of Buildings & 
Grounds Trainee, Staff Development Coordinator Trainee and Sealer of Weights & Measures 
Trainee at the base pay rate of the position that they would ultimately be taking over and 
amend Grade and Exempt Salary Schedules was moved by Ms. Idleman, seconded by Mr. 
Pitts and adopted.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
TREASURER – The 2016 employee benefits were budgeted in one central account and the 
Treasurer is requesting to spread those fringe benefits to the various departments just as he 
did with the 2017 budget. The total spread to the department detail would match the amount in 
the one central account. A motion to authorize the Treasurer to allocate employee benefit 
funds to the proper 2016 budget line items, spread amount to the various departments, was 
moved by  Ms. Idleman, seconded by Mrs. Fedler and adopted.  
 
COUNTY ATTORNEY:  

 Authorize Chairman to Sign IDA paperwork – The IDA has requested both Warren and 
Washington Counties Chairmen’s signature on an IDA resolution authorizing issuing bonds 
to fund a project that meets the retail exception criteria; Skyzone Project will provide a 
product or service to the area that otherwise would not be available. The WWIDA also 
found the project to be a tourism destination – recreational trampoline park facility.  Agreed 
to Chairman signing document.  

 Lake George Park Commission – Lead Agency on SEQRA regarding redoing dock fees in 
Lake George. – The Lake George Park Commission is requesting the County sign off on 
them being lead agency for SEQRA review for the project. Approved Chairman signing 
letter that the Board agrees that the Lake George Park Commission should be lead agency 
on SEQRA for this project.   

 Chairman Campbell gave credit to Fort Edward for the new Market 32 store.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:58 AM 
Respectfully submitted by 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk  
Washington County Board of Supervisors 
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