
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 24, 2016 
 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Shay, LaPointe, 
Suprenant, Campbell, Pitts, Fedler, Moore 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 
SUPERVISORS: Henke, Gang, O’Brien, Hogan, Armstrong 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk    Chris DeBolt, Assistant Co. Administrator   
Al Nolette, Treasurer    Roger Wickes, County Attorney 
Gina Cantanucci-Mitchell, OFA Director  Patty Hunt, Public Health Director     
Tina McDougall, Fiscal Manager PH  Kathy McIntyre, Deputy Public Health Dir. 
Sam Hall, Veterans Director   Andrew DePalo, Deputy Dir. Veterans   
Karen Baker, Children Services Dir. DSS  Eileen Irwin, Assistance Programs Dir. – DSS  
Public 
   
AGENDA AS PRESENTED IN COMMITTEE NOTICE: 
1) Call to Order 
2) Accept Minutes – January 27, 2016 
3) Department Reports/Requests: 
 A. Public Health 
  1)  340B Program Authorizing Official 
  2)  Child Passenger Safety Seat Annual Conference Travel Request 
  3)  MWBE Update for WIC 
  4)  Program Updates 
  5)  Miscellaneous 
 B. ADRC/OFA 
  1)  OFA Overview 
  2)  2016 Goals 
    3)  Supervisors for Home Delivered Meals 
  4)  Program Updates 
4) Other Business 
5) Adjournment   

 
Chairman Shay called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M. 
 
A motion to approve the minutes of the January 27, 2016 meeting was moved by Mr. Pitts, 
seconded by Mr. Moore and adopted.  
 
PUBLIC HEALTH – Patty Hunt, Director, addressed the following items with the committee: 

 340B Program Authorizing Official – The State Health Department advised them that they 
had been participating in the 340B Program; they had been the authorizing official and had 
entered into the agreement but now want the locals to take this on. The County Attorney will 
review the information and the Chairman of the Board would be the authorizing signature on 
the agreement. This is a discounted drug program through the federal government. A motion 
to authorize Chairman of the Board to sign agreement, 340B Program, was moved by Mr. 
Campbell, seconded by Mr. Moore and adopted.  

 Child Passenger Safety Seat Annual Conference Travel Request – Public Health has a Child 
Passenger Safety Seat grant and a Health Educator, who is child passenger safety seat 
technician is requesting approval to attend the annual conference. The grant also covers 
Officer Tefft from the Cambridge Police Department who will also attend and for audit they 
will be putting through his registration. A motion to approve Health Educator and Cambridge 
Police Officer Tefft’s attendance, registration and travel request to Child Passenger Safety 
Seat annual conference May 10 – 12, 2016 in Lake Placid was moved by Mr. Suprenant,  
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seconded by Mr. Campbell and adopted.  

 MWBE Update for WIC – Public Health found out that they were provided with a waiver. 
Received this in writing from the Health Department and it will cover the entire five year grant 
program.  

 Program Updates: 
o Winter Fest Update - Kathy McIntyre, Deputy Public Health Director, displayed 

pictures from Winter Fest. They had more offerings this year but not as good turnout 
due to the lack of snow. Attendance was 164. They plan to hold this event next year.   

o Rabies Plan Update - Colleen Townsend, Public Health Rabies Coordinator, has 
scheduled a Washington County Rabies Plan update on March 10th at 1:15 PM in the 
WIC conference room.  

 Miscellaneous: 
o Unpaid Intern Request 50-55 hours over the course of a semester - The unpaid intern 

is a Washington County resident, Hudson Falls, attending SUNY Plattsburgh. A 
motion to approve unpaid internship in Public Health department was moved by Mr. 
Suprenant, seconded by Mr. Campbell and adopted. Report to follow when internship 
is finished. Reported out on a previous unpaid internship completed in the fall 
semester by a Hartford resident.  

o WIC has been notified by the State that they are freeing up their unallocated funding 
earlier this year; normally received late summer, early fall. The unallocated funding 
amount that WIC will be receiving totals $47,000 and is to be used toward 
infrastructure and support of program. WIC is requesting to purchase a van. They did 
purchase a minivan three years ago but with the amount of materials, scales and 
staff, she would like a larger van. The current van will be returned to the County fleet. 
This purchase would be 100% funded. A motion to approve WIC van purchase was 
moved by Mr. LaPointe, seconded by Mr. Suprenant and adopted. The Treasurer 
stated a budget amendment will be needed; Finance Committee.  

o $2000 from the Adirondack Health Institute for the Prevention Agenda Project – The 
Public Health Director had reported that the funding was being used for the 
development of the neonatal abstinence syndrome educational program. They were 
able to purchase some brochures and educational materials which were distributed to 
hospitals and some of our community partners. She stated what seems to be a gap is 
education on the issue; what is it, how does it affect families. Neonatal abstinence 
syndrome is when a child is born to a mother who has used heroin or other opioids 
and the newborn has to be weaned off the drug. With the remaining $1100 in funding 
she plans to bring in representatives from the University of Vermont Children’s 
Hospital for a workshop on March 30th and requesting to utilize up to that amount for a 
light lunch for the participants. They have room for up to 80 participants and will get 
the food through the Jail. A motion to approve use of funds not to exceed $1100 for 
lunch was moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Messrs. Campbell and LaPointe and 
adopted.  

o Information on Zika virus distributed, attached.  
o Chairman Shay thanked Patty for her assistance providing him with contacts and 

phone numbers to State Agencies to address calls he was receiving relating to 
residents with wells in the area of the Hoosic River.  

 
OFFICE FOR THE AGING (OFA)/Office for Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) – 
Gina Cantanucci-Mitchell, Director, addressed the following items with the committee: 
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 OFA Services Overview – distributed and explained the attached handout.   

 2016 Goals – distributed and explained attached handout.  

 Supervisors for Home Delivered Meals – Invitation for Supervisors to participate in home 
delivered meals program on March 17th and anyone interested should contact her office.  

 
OTHER BUSINESS:  
 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES – Karen Baker, Director of Children Services, 
addressed the following items with the committee in the absence of Commissioner DeLorme at 
NYPWA: 

 Program Updates:  
o Safe Harbor – New requirements of HR4980 which is the federal preventing sex 

trafficking and strengthening families’ act. This law was passed in September 2014 
which impacts various aspects of the work they do across the agency but particularly 
work in child protective services and foster care. Two primary purposes of the act are 
to protect and prevent at risk children from becoming victims of sex trafficking and 
also to include safety and wellbeing outcomes of youth who are involved in the child 
welfare system not just in foster care. Overall it requires a higher level of 
understanding of the risk and signs as well as the mandate to provide more 
documentation on every child that passes through their system. The offer from the 
Office of Children and Family Services to designate Washington County as a safe 
harbor county came at a good time. The Office of Children and Family Services is 
providing a day-long session prior to accepting any Safe Harbor dollars. The training 
is scheduled for March 2nd at the WIC meeting room. If we accept this five year 
funding, we must submit a plan on how we intend to use the money. A motion to 
accept five year Safe Harbor funding was moved by Mr. LaPointe, and seconded by 
Mrs. Fedler. Discussion. Mr. Pitts stated what happens when the program funds end. 
Ms. Baker stated the money is intended to educate the community, to begin talking 
about the services we have and how we might have to enhance services to be ready 
for identified victims. It is pretty much an education program not to hire people. Ms. 
Baker stated no approval needed at this time. Chairman Shay stated no action on the 
motion.   

o Contamination Containment – Staff has been exposed to flee infestation, bed bugs 
and other unsanitary situations while in the field on home visits. It is bad enough when 
the staff is contaminated but also contaminating the office space and cars. Working 
with the Buildings and Grounds Superintendent that have limited the exposure to the 
office using an exterminator and the vehicle will be detailed prior to re-entering 
service. DSS has developed a plan to allow staff to change and bathe prior to entering 
the work space. They have ordered a supply of scrub type pants and shirts and 
shower supplies. It is hoped the use is infrequent and upon return to the office. They 
wanted to make the committee aware that they made this plan and the voucher will be 
going through Audit.  

 Medically Assisted Treatment Panel Discussion Relating to the Heroin Epidemic – Handout 
attached detailing a panel discussion planned for March 23, 2016 from 10 AM to noon in the 
Training room of Building B on the topic of medically assisted treatment; lunch will be 
provided.   

 Commissioner DeLorme Reappointment – A motion to present a resolution in March to  
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reappoint Commissioner DeLorme for a five year term commencing June 1, 2016 and 
expiring May 31, 2021 was moved by Mr. Campbell, seconded by Mr. LaPointe and adopted. 

 
VETERANS – Sam Hall, Director, addressed the following items with the committee: 

 EOC Celebration for 50 Years of Operations scheduled for March 17th. A motion to present a 
resolution in recognition of EOC’s 50 years of operations was moved by Mr. Campbell, 
seconded by Moore and adopted.  

 Introduced Andy DePalo, Deputy Director of Veterans Services – Mr. Hall plans to retire in 
April. He would like Mr. DePalo appointed at the March meeting to allow him time to make 
the appropriate contacts with agencies they work with for a smooth transition. A motion to 
recommend to the full Board in March the appointment of Andy DePalo to the position of 
Veterans Services Director was moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Campbell and 
adopted. Mr. DePalo stated he was in the military, Army National Guard, for twenty-five 
years and retired in 2009. He worked in a federal program that supported soldiers and their 
families. Has worked in the Washington County Veterans Services Agency since January 
2014.   
 

The meeting adjourned 11:15 A.M.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk 
Washington County Board of Supervisors 
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