
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 30, 2016 
 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Shay, LaPointe, 
Suprenant, Campbell, Pitts, Fedler, Moore 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 
SUPERVISORS: Henke, Hicks, Gang, O’Brien 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk    Chris DeBolt, Assistant Co. Administrator   
Al Nolette, Treasurer    Roger Wickes, County Attorney 
Gina Cantanucci-Mitchell, OFA Director  Patty Hunt, Public Health Director     
Sam Hall, Veterans Director   Andrew DePalo, Deputy Dir. Veterans   
Tammy DeLorme, Commissioner DSS  Mike Gray, Youth Bureau 
Public 
   
AGENDA AS PRESENTED IN COMMITTEE NOTICE: 
1) Call to Order 
2) Accept Minutes – February 27, 2016 
3) Department Reports/Requests: 
 A. ADRC/OFA 
  1)  2015 Annual Report 
 B. Department of Social Services 
  1)  Annual Report 
  2)  Program Updates 
 C. Youth Bureau 
  1)  Agency Update 
  2)  Youth Board Appointments 
  3)  Permission to Change Staffing Pattern – Remove Sr. Account Clerk/Add Court Referral  
       Specialist 
 D. Public Health 
  1)  County Health Rankings 2016 – Washington County Status 
  2)  Car Seat Grant – Permission to Apply 
  3)  NYSPHA Conference April – Permission to Attend 
  4)  2016 Agency Goals 
  5)  Miscellaneous 
4) Other Business 
5) Adjournment   

 
Chairman Shay called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M. 
 
A motion to approve the minutes of the February 24, 2016 meeting was moved by Mr. 
Suprenant, seconded by Mr. Moore and Mrs. Fedler and adopted.  
 
ADRC/OFA – Gina Cantanucci-Mitchell, Director, addressed the following items with the 
committee: 

 Software Program – She budgeted for $4,000 for software in her 2016 budget and the State 
was supposed to take over after three-months the software expense; be the main hub and 
pay for the software. The State is not taking over the software yet and the County is 
responsible to pay. For the committee’s information, a budget transfer was processed 
moving $10,650.00 from the subcontract line to software to cover this expense 
 

2015 ANNUAL DSS/OFA REPORT – DSS Commissioner DeLorme and OFA Director Gina 
Cantanucci-Mitchell, distributed and provided an overview of their joint 2015 Annual Report, on 
file. Questions and comments: The Treasurer mentioned OFA program revenue (meal  
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donations) is declining noting that the meal count is up but the revenue is down. Donations are 
voluntary and not tracked; not allowed to track. Gina stated it can be challenging to project. 
Commissioner DeLorme stated they plan to present more detailed annual reports on the years 
ending in zero and five and smaller updated revisions other years. She encouraged Supervisors 
to review the information and if more detail on a program is requested, please let her know.  She 
also highlighted in the report concerning trends which included the following: heroin epidemic 
and homelessness. After the meeting, Commissioner DeLorme followed up with 
information in response to a question regarding “Number of Reports Called in Per Town 
in 2015” chart that is on page 10 of the annual report. The chart was tabulated with the 
following adjustments:  
   Eagle Bridge & Buskirk were put into Cambridge 
   Middle & North Granville were put into Granville 
   Comstock was put into Fort Ann 
   West Hebron was put into Hebron 
 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES – Tammy DeLorme, Commissioner, addressed the 
following items with the committee:   

 Program Updates:  
o Shadow a Worker – handout attached.  
o Work Assignment Locations – handout attached.  
o Able bodied adults without dependents (someone between the ages of 18 and 49 with 

no one in their caseload under the age of 18) – There had been a waiver in place that 
did not require DSS to track the recipients of SNAP benefits to tell them if they were 
working and how many hours but that is back in effect for this year. DSS increased 
one staff position and good tracking has been developed. If they have not given DSS 
the information they need, their benefits will be cut. Currently have about 250 cases.  

o IPads – Budgeted and purchased 23 IPads with 20 currently in use in field by 
Caseworkers. They have provided a lot of efficiencies and she plans to ask for more.  

o Medicaid – Notified by the State that weekly payment will increase because of the 
way it is divided out over the year; from 53 payments in 2015 to 52 payments.   

o During State budget discussions, the Governor has proposed to end the cap on 
Medicaid. The County Administrator recommended calls to our legislators. Chairman, 
Budget Officer and Commissioner will develop a statement to distribute.  

o April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. Wear blue on Friday April 8th.  
 

YOUTH BUREAU – Mike Gray, Director, addressed the following items with the committee:  

 Agency Update: 
o 2015 Youth Bureau Annual Report – Distributed and provided an overview of the 

attached 2015 Youth Bureau Annual Report. Recreation funding to the towns will be 
flat for the next year. Discretionary funding in the amount of about $24,000 is used to 
support programs through Big Brothers & Big Sisters, Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Washington County Alternative Sentencing – Community Service Program, Catholic 
Charities/ALB Diocese, Fort Edward Historical Association, Homeless Youth Coalition 
and Council for Prevention. The 2015 accomplishments, 2016 goals and Washington 
County Youth Stats are included in the report. Working with Public Health on possibly 
doing a Spartan race; a kids’ obstacle course.   
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 Youth Board Appointments – A motion to appoint/reappoint the following individuals to the 
Washington County Youth Advisory Board: Tammy DeLorme, Town of Whitehall, Morgan 
Harrison, Town of Kingsbury, Polly Monahan, Town of Hebron, Mitchell Suprenant, Torn of 
Fort Edward, and Anthony White, Town of Kingsbury was moved by Mr. Campbell, seconded 
by Mrs. Fedler and Mr. Moore and adopted.  

 Permission to Change Staffing Pattern – Mentioned and approved yesterday at Public 
Safety, to correct the Staffing Pattern removing a Senior Account Clerk position and adding a 
Court Referral Specialist.  
 

PUBLIC HEALTH – Patty Hunt, Director, addressed the following items with the committee:  

 County Health Rankings 2016 – Distributed and provided an overview of the rankings, 
handout attached. Improved ranking in adult smoking from the previous year. They are held 
as a health department accountable and they need to show improvement.  

 Car Seat Grant – A motion to authorize permission to apply for car seat grant was moved by 
Mr. LaPointe, seconded by Mr. Pitts and adopted.  

 NYSPHA Conference – A motion to approve attendance at NYSPHA conference on April 
21st and 22nd in Cooperstown with all expenses covered by the Rural Health Network except 
her time out of the office was moved by Mrs. Fedler, seconded by Messrs. Campbell and 
Moore and adopted.  

 2016 Agency Goals – distributed attached. Mentioned staffing succession planning with 
multiple retirements coming up.  

 Miscellaneous: 
o Write Off Amounts for 2013 the last year of their operations as a CHHA and Long 

Term Home Health Care Program - The write off amounts: CHHA $41,343.09 and 
LTHHCP $12,057.27 for a total of $53,400.36; 1.8% of total revenue. The Treasurer 
stated a formal resolution is not required because of the sale. A motion to approve 
write off amounts for CHHA $41,343.09 and LTHHCP $12,057.27 was moved by Mr. 
LaPointe, seconded by Mr. Suprenant and adopted.  

o Internship Request for Summer Semester – This is a seven week unpaid internship 
for a student from SUNY Potsdam working with the Health Educator. A motion to 
approve unpaid internship was moved by Mr. Pitts, seconded by Mrs. Fedler and 
adopted.  

 
VETERANS SERVICES – Andy DePalo, Deputy Director, addressed the following items with 
the committee: 

 Unpaid Volunteer – Requesting to bring on Sam Hall as an unpaid volunteer as needed.  A 
motion to approve request to bring on Sam Hall as an unpaid volunteer was moved by Mrs. 
Fedler, seconded by Mr. Moore and adopted.  

 Sam Hall stated this was his last committee meeting adding that it has been a pleasure to 
work with everyone. He was granted permission from Chairman Henke to address the Board 
of Supervisors at the April 15th meeting.  
 

OTHER BUSINESS: None. 
The meeting adjourned 11:56 A.M.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk, Washington County Board of Supervisors 
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