
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 16, 2016 
 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Shay, LaPointe, 
Campbell, Pitts, Fedler, Moore 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:  Suprenant 
SUPERVISORS: Gang, Idleman, O’Brien, Armstrong 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk    Chris DeBolt, County Administrator   
Al Nolette, Treasurer     
Gina Cantanucci-Mitchell, OFA Director  Kathy McIntyre, Deputy Director Public Health   
Tina McDougall, Public Hlth Fiscal Manager Claire Murphy, EOC Executive Director  
Tammy DeLorme, Commissioner DSS  Mike Gray, Youth Bureau 
Rob York, Director, Mental Health   Public 
   
AGENDA AS PRESENTED IN COMMITTEE NOTICE: 
1) Call to Order 
2) Accept Minutes – April 27, 2016  
3) Department Reports/Requests: 
 A. ADRC/OFA 
  1)  Washington County Senior of the Year Presentation 
 B. Department of Social Services 
  1)  Program Update 
 C. Mental Health/Community Services 
  1)  Request for Budget Amendment – Recognize Funding $4,486 Council for Prevention 
  2)  Prevention Services Overview – Council for Prevention 
4) Other Business 
5) Adjournment   

 
Chairman Shay called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M. 
 
A motion to approve the minutes of the April 27, 2016 meeting was moved by Mr. LaPointe, 
seconded by Mr. Moore and adopted.  
 
ADRC/OFA – Gina Cantanucci-Mitchell, Director, addressed the following item with the 
committee: 

 Washington County Senior of the Year Presentations – May is Older American’s month and 
Gina Cantanucci-Mitchell, Director, recognized the two Senior of the Year recipients, Ruth 
Scribner and Don Brooks. The recipients were presented with a proclamation and 
Washington County pin.   
 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES – Tammy DeLorme, Commissioner, addressed the 
following items with the committee:   

 Program Updates: 
o Post Star Article on Foster Care – copy attached.  
o 2016 Safe Harbour Initiative Funding relating to the Sexually Exploited Children and 

Youth Program in the amount of $75,000 – The Commissioner plans to utilize the 
majority of this funding, $64,000 for training. She also plans to do a lot of outreach 
and information sharing using $10,000 for a copier for the Youth Bureau to print 
brochures and pamphlets. The Youth Bureau and DSS will be working together on 
this initiative. The remaining $1,000 applied toward software expenses. A motion to 
amend budget to recognize Safe Harbour Initiative funding in the amount of $75,000 
increasing office equipment by $10,000, training and education by $64,000 and 
software by $1,000 was moved by Mr. Campbell, seconded Mrs. Fedler and Messrs.  
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LaPointe, Pitts and Moore and adopted. Mike Gray, Youth Bureau/Alternative 
Sentencing Director, highlighted the collaboration between the two departments and 
stated by purchasing the copier with the Safe Harbour Initiative funding he will not 
have to use the $6,000 local dollars he budgeted this year for a new copier.  

o Supervision and Treatment Services for Juveniles Program (STSJP) – DSS and the 
Youth Bureau/Alternative Sentencing work closely together to provide programs such 
as Community Restoration, working with teens that come through the system and 
electronic monitoring. Typically, this is the time of year that the funding comes in for 
the next program year but the State has elected to change the program year for the 
STSJP funding from April 2016 through March 2017 to October 2016 through 
September 2017. The State believes that will be beneficial but they are not providing 
any additional funds for the gap between April 2016 and October 2016. They have 
spent their allocation for the previous program year. The Commissioner stated they 
receive the STSJP allotment and also a detention allotment and they are able to move 
monies from detention into STSJP each year and they do that. She has asked the 
State and they have said that through a waiver, they can request to have unspent 
detention funds moved into STSJP to utilize those funds through the next six months. 
She wanted to advise the committee of this change and thinks they will be okay with 
the budget. Advised that a letter is coming to the County Executives in a day or two 
explaining what the waiver process is. She will work with Mike Gray, Youth 
Bureau/Alternative Sentencing Director, to submit a waiver for use of these funds.   

 Rural Impact County Challenge: A National Effort to Combat Rural Child Poverty – Chris 
DeBolt, County Administrator, forwarded information from the National Association of 
Counties (NaCo) on the Rural Impact County Challenge: A National Effort to Combat Rural 
Child Poverty to Claire Murphy and Tammy DeLorme. Claire Murphy, EOC Executive 
Director, distributed the attached information packet including information on the Rural 
Impact County Challenge, a proposed resolution, and EOC information on poverty in 
Washington County. She stated they are looking for counties to participate in a rural poverty 
initiative that focuses on alleviating poverty for children and families and they are convening 
a group in Long Beach, California as part of the NaCo Annual Convention in July. She stated 
the initiative goes nicely with what EOC and county departments have started in terms of 
anti-poverty conversations, how do we talk about poverty in Washington County and how do 
we look at addressing poverty in Washington County. This provides an opportunity to 
leverage some additional resources and possible funds to support that initiative. What would 
be required for their participation is to sign on through a Board resolution designating the 
County’s participation in the process and participation in the discussion in Long Beach, 
California in July 2016. The packet of information includes a proposed resolution. EOC is not 
an agency of Washington County government but she would be more than proud to 
represent the County at the conference and also asking that Tammy DeLorme, DSS 
Commissioner, be allowed to accompany her as a representative of the County to the 
conference. This two-day training is on a Saturday and Sunday in July in Long Beach, 
California.  EOC is responsible for her travel/training related costs. A motion to approve 
resolution to support Washington County participation in the National Association of 
Counties Rural Impact County Challenge to address issues of Chronic Rural Poverty and 
direct county agencies, organizations and individuals to participate in a coordinated effort to 
address issues within Washington County was moved by Mr. Campbell and seconded by Mr. 
LaPointe. Discussion. Mr. Shaw asked if there was any cost associated with this resolution. 
Chairman Shay and Mr. Campbell stated no cost for the resolution and they will talk about 
the trip after the resolution. The Treasurer stated this is just a resolution in support of EOC.  
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Claire stated this resolution will actually allow, she has identified three funding sources that 
could possibly support these initiatives and this resolution validates and lends credibility to 
our efforts to put this with our funding applications and leverage that money which comes 
from the Health Foundation of New York, Adirondack Health Institute and other foundations 
and State funding sources. The motion to approve resolution to support Washington County 
participation in the National Association of Counties Rural Impact County Challenge to 
address issues of Chronic Rural Poverty and direct county agencies, organizations and 
individuals to participate in a coordinated effort to address issues within Washington County 
was moved by Mr. Campbell, seconded by Mr. LaPointe and adopted. (Note: Mr. Pitts was 
not in the room for the vote.) EOC is paying for Claire’s trip expenses and the Commissioner 
stated she does have funding in the department’s training budget but this is an unanticipated 
expense and she is uncomfortable using such a large percentage of it for herself and needs 
to evaluate the budget. She is looking at signing on as a partner with Adirondack Health 
Institute and trying to determine how much more work that actually puts on staff if they do 
that. This might allow her to utilize the same funding that Claire is using to fund her trip but 
needs to research this further and suggested bringing this back to the Finance Committee.  
A motion to recommend moving trip approval/costs to the Finance Committee for 
consideration was moved by Mr. Campbell and seconded by Messrs. Moore and LaPointe. 
Discussion. Claire estimated the cost to be about $1700. Mr. Campbell praised NaCo and 
the Adirondack Health Institute. Chris DeBolt, County Administrator, stated this precipitated 
with him sending this information to Claire and Tammy because in looking at the program as 
it was briefly described in the notice from NaCo it looked exactly like the Bridges Out of 
Poverty initiative that  Claire has started to put together with our departments. His goal is that 
this would open new funding streams. He also understands he is putting Tammy in an 
uncomfortable position in requesting that she be sent to California and her reluctance to 
something that came through him not from her to take a large portion of her training budget 
and use it on herself. He stated it would be well worth the County’s money to put 
contingency funds toward this trip expense.  The motion to recommend moving trip 
approval/costs to the Finance Committee for consideration was moved by Mr. Campbell, 
seconded by Messrs. Moore and LaPointe and adopted.  
 

MENTAL HEALTH – Rob York, Director, addressed the following item with the committee: 

 Budget Amendment – Recognize $4,486 Council for Prevention – A motion to amend budget 
and contract for the Council for Prevention, Inc., to allow pass through of 100% 
State/Federal funding from the NYS Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services in 
the amount of $4486 to cover increased health and worker’s compensation insurance costs 
was moved by Mrs. Fedler, seconded by Mr. Campbell and adopted.  

 Prevention Services Overview – Council for Prevention – David Saffer, Executive Director of 
the Council for Prevention, Inc., provided an overview of their services and what they are 
doing in the community. The majority of what they do is data driven and provided information 
on the school survey they conduct every two years. In 2014, three thousand two hundred 
sixty (3260) students in Washington County in grades 7 – 12 representing all the school 
districts in the County participated in the survey. The survey data indicated the following: 
35% talk about using alcohol in their lifetime, 20% using marijuana in their lifetime, 8% 
prescription drugs except in the twelfth grade where the rates were twice the national 
average, 28.5% talked about being depressed in the last twelve months and 238 students 
have attempted suicide and more than have of those 238 have tried it more than once, a 
very alarming statistic. Based on that, they build their services by community based on what 
they see in that survey and what the needs are. What type of services do they provide:  
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providing educational services in the school districts on substance abuse and mental health 
issues, sponsor the SADD Program – Students Against Destructive Decisions, Natural 
Helpers programs, some summer programs and an anti-bullying program. Also, the 
Challenge Program developed with the Center for Recovery for substance abusing 
adolescents. Recently starting doing trauma informed care trainings and trainings in adult 
and adolescent mental health.  Working on the heroin issues in the two counties through the 
Hometown vs. Heroin & Addiction Group and in the last sixteen months they have held 19 
community forums to try to raise awareness, seventeen articles in the Post Star newspaper, 
discussing treatment services and how do we address the problem. They have increased 
awareness but the overdoses have not stopped. The Council is really trying to meet 
community needs.    

 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
YOUTH BUREAU – Mike Gray, Director, addressed the following item with the committee:  

 Staffing Pattern Change – Requesting permission to change his staffing pattern to upgrade a 
position from Program Aide, Grade 7, to Program Assistant, Grade 9. The reason being he 
has exhausted Civil Service with three people turning down the job, put someone in the 
position for five months but it did not work out, so working with Personnel, he has reviewed 
the duties and responsibilities of their program needs. He has funds in the current budget to 
cover this added expense. This grade will give him a person that will allow him to backfill 
positions when someone is out with a vacation and not leave a void. A motion to forward 
Staffing Pattern change to the Personnel Committee for consideration was moved by Mr. 
Pitts, seconded by Mr. Campbell and adopted.  

 
PUBLIC HEALTH – Kathy McIntyre, Deputy Director, addressed the following items with the 
committee:  

 Program Updates:  
o Car Seat grant covers the technicians to be recertified, Elizabeth St. John and Officer 

Teft of the Greenwich/Cambridge PD.  A motion to approve training and recertification 
of technicians was moved by Mr. Campbell, seconded by Mr. LaPointe and adopted. 

o Healthy Foods Initiative – Starting to work with Glens Falls Hospital on a healthy 
foods initiative called the Feel Good Movement that brings healthy food to the 
workplace. Washington County employees can order the healthy food items and 
vegetables for pick up during the week.  This grant allows Glens Falls Hospital to 
supplement some of that cost; for example a bag for a family member is $30 and with 
GF Hospital supplementing, the cost would be $23. Public Health is just starting these 
discussions.   

o Tai Chi for Arthritis - Working with the Quality and Technical Assistance Center to 
gather data for our tai chi program for arthritis for the elderly which they partnered with 
ADRC/Office for the Aging. They have a program in Whitehall with ten seniors and will 
get some reimbursement for it if they meet the qualifications and the data has to be 
submitted. They are hoping to expand this program.  

 
The meeting adjourned 10:54 A.M.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk  
Washington County Board of Supervisors 
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