
COMMUNITY COLLEGE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
MAY 18, 2016 

 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Idleman, Armstrong, Campbell, 
Gang, Moore   
COMMUNITY COLLEGE COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
SUPERVISORS: Henke, Hicks, Shaw, Haff, Hogan, LaPointe 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk      Roger Wickes, County Attorney 
Laura Oswald, Economic Development Director Media 
 
AGENDA AS PRESENTED IN COMMITTEE NOTICE: 

1) Call to Order 
2) Update from Jared Woodcock 
3) Meeting Schedule 
4) Combined Meeting with Warren County – June 2, 2016 at 9:30AM at SUNY Adirondack 
5) Other Business 
6) Adjournment 

 
Chairwoman Idleman called the meeting to order at 10:30 A.M. 
 
UPDATE FROM JARED WOODCOCK – Jared Woodcock, Coordinator of Agriculture Initiatives at 
SUNY Adirondack, addressed the committee. He has been in this capacity at SUNY Adirondack for 
about a year and a half. When he started in this position, he reached out to people in the community 
and what he learned using Cobleskill as a mentor is that we should be focusing our Associates 
Degree on business and it is actually an AAS Degree (Workforce Readiness Degree). They are using 
an AAS Degree for workforce readiness partially but what the reason they are doing the degree is 
more out of a community need and colleges have gotten so far away from food systems.  Having 
agriculture on campus is really important in a multi-facetted way. The AAS Workforce Readiness 
Degree allows them to have more classes specific to the degree. Noting they used Cobleskill to 
design a program so they could have a 2 + 2 transfer agreement which is normally only for an AS 
Degree. They know they are only going to be drawing from a small pool of students. On top of that, it 
is also going to be in the business school and they are excited about that and it gives some of the 
business students another focus. Most of the jobs that come out of students who come from college 
degrees in ag are not necessarily becoming farmers, a lot of them are farm service providers and 
anything related.  We all as humans eat food so no matter what your job is, it is related to food so 
having business students that know that and have a better connection in agriculture is pretty 
compelling from the job placement standpoint as well as having a little bit more diverse background. 
Each semester with the AAS platform, the students are allowed to have ag specific courses. They are 
trying to do as much hands on stuff as they can; mentioning again that it is a business degree so it is 
mostly classroom based. The other probably bigger piece of the puzzle is everything else associated 
with the college. The college is not just students taking classes and getting a degree but there is so 
much more with their community outreach, workforce development and continuing education and that 
is probably the biggest piece of his job and he is only half time at the school. The continuing 
education courses are focusing mainly on home and garden and workforce development is more 
focused on agriculture and this year they received a $40,000 grant through SUNY to support the 
Adirondack Grazer’s initiative – grass fed beef cooperative marketing program.  
 
Glens Falls Hospital Healthy Communities Grant – He is working with this group that is focusing on 
figuring out how to get fresh produce to people who need it and may have a hard time getting it. The 
towns in Washington County that they are working with are Granville, Hudson Falls and Fort Ann.   
His agenda is furthering the farmers in the area insuring they get the right price and sustain. The 
hospital’s agenda is getting community members healthy food. Often times getting community  
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members this food to sustain does not match with the price the farmer needs due to what the low 
income community members can afford and trying to figure out ways to make this work. They plan to 
survey the towns to find all the little mom and pop food stands. There is fresh food in the area and 
you might not have to drive that far to get it.  
 
Jared is currently working off from a three year grant for this SUNY Adirondack Agriculture Initiative 
and they are still in the process of trying to get approval for this degree through the State.  He stated 
they have reasonable expectations of the number of students that they will serve in a credit based 
program noting that the continuing education, workforce development and community engagements 
are a large portion of the non-credit programs. 
 
SUNY ADIRONDACK WASHINGTON COUNTY FOOD & AGRICULTURE EDUCATION 
FEASIBILITY STUDY REPORT - Laura Oswald, Economic Development Director, addressed the 
SUNY Adirondack Washington County Food & Agriculture Education feasibility study report, attached.  
She stated Supervisors questioned regarding SUNY Adirondack and that the campus being in 
Warren County how is Washington County realizing value for our students; how can we get more 
Washington County students into the campus. She wrote a CFA last year that was funded and the 
CFA was intended to determine is it reasonable to expect that some kind of a more direct presence in 
Washington County could be successful and if it is reasonable to expect that could happen what 
would it look like. Would it be a brick and mortar presence, field classes being taught by SUNY? They 
looked at all the degree programs and tracks across the SUNY system to see what might fit well with 
what Washington County does and it came down to an ag focus. Washington County has 681 
students attending SUNY Adirondack and most Washington County students attending campus live 
within a 20 minute drive so certain portions of the county tend to be underutilizing SUNY Adirondack 
just because of the physical distance. More students in the southern end of the County end up in 
Hudson Valley Community College. She distributed a portion of the study containing the final 
recommendations, attached. The final recommendation basically said we should be looking at some 
sort of a physical presence in the southern portion of the County; noting it did specify Greenwich. She 
stated they tried to correlate what is Washington County about and what skills and abilities does 
SUNY Adirondack have that we could marry the two. They evaluated the fact there is currently a 
pretty significant obesity and diabetic epidemic across the country and in Washington County alone, 
38% of our students and 67% of our adults are considered obese or overweight. Poor health and 
obesity is also strongly aligned with poverty.  So the recommendation became let’s take this 
agriculture based community and lets marry it with culinary science, nutrition and the nursing 
program. A growing trend the study identified is nutrition. This study is a starting point. If the County 
believes that following through on something like this would have value to the County and if we want 
this to happen then we have to actively engage as a partner working with SUNY. It is a study that was 
done and the reason it was done is because there was an honest effort trying to figure out how to 
marry what SUNY is good at and with what we need. She urged Supervisors to review the report and 
stated it is a way to more directly engage SUNY within the county.  
 
MEETING SCHEDULE – Chairwoman Idleman announced that she plans to hold committee meeting 
every other month following the Audit Committee meeting at 10:30 AM.  
 
COMBINED MEETING WITH WARREN COUNTY – The SUNY Adirondack 2016-2017 budget 
presentation is scheduled for June 2, 2016 at 9:30AM at SUNY Adirondack.  
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OTHER BUSINESS: 
  
SUNY Adirondack graduation is scheduled for Thursday, May 19th.  Washington and Warren 
Counties each give a recognition award to a student who has managed to get their degree despite 
hardships they have had to overcome. There is no money attached to that award and she feels there 
should be a $500 monetary award attached. Ms. Idleman would like to pursue a monetary gift to 
accompany the recognition.  She stated we should only do it if Warren County does it also and she 
plans to talk to the Warren County Community College Committee Chairperson. Supervisors 
suggested finding a sponsor for the award.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:38 A.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk 
Washington County Board of Supervisors 
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