
 

 

 
AGRICULTURE, PLANNING, TOURISM & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES – JUNE 20, 2016 

 

AGRICULTURE, PLANNING, TOURISM & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
PRESENT: Fedler, Idleman, Haff, Armstrong, Moore, Skellie 
AGRICULTURE, PLANNING, TOURISM & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
ABSENT: Shay 
SUPERVISORS: Henke, Hicks, Gang, Shaw, O’Brien, Hogan 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk of the Board   Al Nolette, Treasurer 
Roger Wickes, County Attorney    Chris DeBolt, County Administrator 
Laura Oswald, Economic Dev. Director   Laura Chadwick, Real Property Director 
Public    

   
AGENDA AS PRESENTED IN COMMITTEE NOTICE: 
1) Call to Order 
2) Accept Minutes – May 23, 2016                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
3) Tracey Clothier, LA Group – Discuss Possible Hudson River Public Boat Launch in Washington County 
4) AGRICULTURE - ASA 

A. PDR Update  
B. Ag & Farmland Protection Plan Update  

5) PLANNING 
6) TOURISM  

A. Trails: CCT & Granville Rail Trail Updates – D. Perkins 
7) Other Business 
8) Adjournment 

  
Chairwoman Fedler called the meeting to order at 1:00 P.M.   
 
A motion to accept the minutes of the May 23, 2016 meetings was moved by Ms. Idleman, seconded 
by Mr. Skellie and adopted.  
 
WASHINGTON COUNTY BOAT LAUNCH - HUDSON RIVER – Tracey Clothier, Senior Planner with 
the LA Group, addressed the committee and distributed the attached handout. The handout indicates 
a little background on the potential for this boat launch project and an outline of the process of 
whether the County should even embark on this project; project benefits and opportunities and project 
weaknesses and threats. The site has not been decommissioned yet but is in the process. There is a 
possibility of some PCBs along the flood plains and GE might have to have a plan in the future to 
address that. She advises to go forward with a feasibility study at an estimated cost of $5,000. She 
has written a grant to fund the $5,000 feasibility study which is ready to submit to Historic Hudson-
Hoosic Partnership for funding. GE purchased the property for $159,000. The Town of Fort Edward 
has the property assessed for $32,000. Mr. Shaw stated he would like to know any questions that the 
committee would like explored in the feasibility study. Canal Corp is willing to give us an easement to 
the river and to Rt. 4. Mr. Shaw asked if the committee wanted to go forward with the Partnership 
grant and Hudson Valley Greenway Grant in the fall. The County Attorney stated permission to apply 
for grants are approved by committee and grant acceptance is approved by the full Board. The 
committee authorized Mr. Shaw to go forward with his idea for a boat launch but the committee has 
not authorized any grant applications. Mr. Shaw informed the committee that he made a presentation 
to the Fort Edward Town Board and he asked if they wanted to make any kind of comment or 
recommendation. Mr. Suprenant stated he wanted to make it perfectly clear, do not take back any 
message that says the Town of Fort Edward is in favor of it. Ms. Clothier stated she feels the Town of 
Fort Edward’s support for this project is vital. A motion to pursue grant was moved by Mr. Haff,  
 



 

 

Agriculture, Planning, Tourism & Community Development Committee 
Meeting Minutes June 20, 2016 – Page 2 

 
seconded by Mr. Skellie and adopted. Ms. Clothier submitted a letter that should go on County 
letterhead to accompany the grant request.   
 
AGRICULUTRE: 
 
ASA (Agricultural Stewardship Association) – Renee Boulpon, ASA, addressed the following items 
with the committee:  

 ASA Update – newsletter, on file, and ag economic development insert, attached.  

 Received state funding for six out of six grants applied for targeting the Hudson Valley. Three 
were Washington County farms.  

 Accepted pre-applications for this year.  

 Trying to conserve 8400 acres between the two counties in a five year span.  

 Ag & Farmland Protection Plan Update – ASA is a consultant working through the process. 
Currently working on a vision statement and over-arching goals and strategies. By August, hope 
to have a list for farmers to prioritize. They really need to hear from the ag community. A lot of 
drafting of the plan will be in the fall with public comment. They are on target to complete by year 
end.  
 

PLANNING – Laura Oswald, Economic Development Director, addressed the following items with the 
committee:   

 

 Planning Board – Attached handout details the ten (10) projects considered at the County 
Planning Board meeting on June 14th. Two projects were not discussed due to the lack of a 
quorum.  

 Junior Planner – Layne Darfler has been appointed full time Junior Planner as of last week.  

 Potential implementation for 10% tax credit for the film industry. In 2014, a bill was passed that 
enabled 40 counties to receive an additional tax credit so that if a film was being filmed in those 
counties, the film production company gets 10% tax credit. Eleven counties were left out, one 
being Washington County, and there is bill on the Governor’s desk for signature to include those 
eleven counties.  

 CFA funding applications – she has been working with Joe Brilling, Sewer District, to help mitigate 
the cost of the $5.5M sewer project. They plan to submit for an additional $1.5M. The question will 
be if the county or Sewer District applies. If the county is the applicant it would be paid by the 
Sewer District. Committee is in favor of Laura pursuing these grant funds for the Sewer District. A 
motion to apply for grant on behalf of the County if necessary to be lead agency was moved by 
Ms. Idleman, seconded by Mr. Skellie and adopted. Other projects being worked on, a lot of 
community based projects: Senior Center – Kingsbury, Hudson Falls Music Hall, Whitehall 
comprehensive plan, Granville rail trail, wastewater plants Cambridge and Salem and boat launch. 
Also working with several companies that are submitting applications.  

 Restore NY – a funding source that was not included in CFA’s. It is a really great program that 
allows for restoration or demolition of vacant, abandon or blighted properties. Intent to apply is due 
by July 13th that has to be submitted with $250 application fee and application is due in October. 
They are looking for ready to go projects. It is a 10% match and the maximum that any community 
or the County could apply for is $500,000. It also allows for infrastructure when infrastructure is 
part of the development project; Fort Edward could look at this funding for the Dewatering Facility 
road. This is a good funding source with only a 10% match.  
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 Broadband – no update. 
 
TOURISM: Laura Oswald, Economic Development Director, addressed the following: 

 RFPs for Tourism - Four (4) responses to the RFP – The Economic Development Director, County 
Administrator and Chairwoman Fedler reviewed the responses and have asked three respondents 
to come to the next committee meeting to give a 30-minute presentation. Presentations from the 
LA Group, MJ Packer, and Camoin Associates. Proposals ranged in price from $53,000 to 
$56,000. The County Administrator has copies of the proposals.    

 TRAILS – Dave Perkins updated the committee on the CCT & Granville Rail Trail: 
o Champlain Canalway Trail – first of roadside signs going up this week. Promote and 

encourage people to come in and use the trail, map attached. Once bikeway completed 
about 26 miles of trail in Washington County.  

o Granville Rail Trail – State of Vermont worked quickly to convert this rail bed into a trail. 
The trail comes into New York and a lot of work has been done on the section in Granville. 
Now need to work on filling the gaps in the trail and there is a lot of support for grant 
application. They have established a fund to collect funds to use towards grant match.  

 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
   
Ted Berndt addressed a proposal to establish an Ag Tourism Designation at the Washington County 
Agribusiness Park. Distributed and discussed the attached handouts. He will be applying for a CFA 
grant and would like a resolution of support from this committee as part of the CFA application 
process. Chairwoman Fedler suggested he come back to committee next month once his project is 
more refined and what funds he will be applying for under the CFA process. Laura Oswald suggested 
letters of support from local communities and others rather than a resolution. Ms. Oswald did not think 
this project is likely to compete with anything the County is applying for.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:50 P.M.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Debra Prehoda, Clerk 
 Washington County Board of Supervisors 
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