
 

 

 
AGRICULTURE, PLANNING, TOURISM & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES –NOVEMBER 21, 2016 

 

AGRICULTURE, PLANNING, TOURISM & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
PRESENT: Fedler, Idleman, Shay, Armstrong, Moore, Skellie 
AGRICULTURE, PLANNING, TOURISM & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
ABSENT: Haff 
SUPERVISORS: Henke, Hicks, O’Brien, Hogan,  
Debra Prehoda, Clerk of the Board   Al Nolette, Treasurer 
Chris DeBolt, County Administrator   Laura Chadwick, Director Real Property 
Teri Ptacek, Ag Stewardship Assoc.    Renee Bouplon, Ag Stewardship Assoc.    
Public    

   
AGENDA AS PRESENTED IN COMMITTEE NOTICE: 
1) Call to Order 
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3) AGRICULTURE - ASA 

A.  Ag & Farmland Protection Plan Update  
B.  PDR Program Update 

4) TOURISM  
A. County Admin. – Renewal Tourism Web Design Services 

5) PLANNING 
6) Consider Resolution in Support of Bill Allowing NYS ORPTS to Pay Taxes in the Washington County WMA 
7) Other Business 
8) Adjournment 

  
Chair Fedler called the meeting to order at 1:00 P.M.   
 
A motion to accept the minutes of the October 24, 2016 meeting was moved by Ms. Idleman, 
seconded by Mr. Shay and adopted.  
 
AGRICULTURE – Renee Bouplon, Agriculture Stewardship Association, addressed the following 
items with the committee: 

 Ag & Farmland Protection Plan Update – Distributed the attached Progress Report: Washington 
County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan. Results from a survey conducted with area 
farmers were compiled in the attached handout, Survey of Potential Strategies for Agricultural and 
Farmland Protection Plan and discussed. They received one hundred three responses from 
farmers. They already know broadband and taxes are a concern and they are not listed. Items that 
scored over 70 on the survey are a high priority. The highest priority was farmers wanting a venue 
to provide feedback on this plan and other items. Feel it would be symbolic for the County to pass 
a right to farm law. The plan has been drafted and is in review by the committee. Public 
presentation in January and would like to present to this committee prior to that. Grant extension 
filed and the goal is to have the final information into the State by March. They also need to meet 
with the Ag & Farmland Protection Board possibly on December 13th or 15th.   

 PDR Program Update – Grant announcements are due later in the month with approximately 1100 
acres to be conserved. Prefers an annual PDR program verses a two-year grant cycle.  

 Come Farm With Us Tour – Very successful pilot project.  

 Landscapes for Landsake – Major fund raiser for the year, $94,000 worth of art sold. 
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TOURISM: Chris DeBolt, County Administrator, addressed the following items with the committee: 

 Renewal Tourism Web Design Services – Contracted with Sara Kelly in 2016 for continuation of 
tourism website and Facebook. A motion to contract with Sara Kelly for web services for 2017 in 
the amount of $4800 and forward to the Finance Committee for consideration was moved Mr. 
Shay, seconded by Ms. Idleman and adopted.  

 Tourism Maps – All edits are finished. The committee previously agreed to print 15,000 maps at a 
cost of $5000. Mr. Shaw asked if we were getting to many maps. Committee concurred with 
printing 15,000.  

 Champlain Canalway Trail – At the Baldwin Corners bridge at the north end of Kingsbury there 
needs to be an at grade crossing of a CP Rail line. You have to request a public hearing for the 
regulatory changes that are needed of that crossing. Canal Corp asked for the public hearing and 
a judge stated they did not have the authority so after meeting with the Kingsbury Supervisor, GPI 
Engineering firm, and Canal Corp, they felt the request should come from the County. He is 
requesting permission to submit a letter to the hearing judge asking for DOT to start the 
procedure. He stated no cost to the County. A motion to allow County Administrator to submit 
letter to proper authorities requesting hearing in relation to at grade crossing of CP Rail line for 
Champlain Canalway trail was moved by Mr. Moore, seconded by Mr. Skellie and adopted.  
 

PLANNING:  

 County Planning Board – The Board of Supervisors passed a resolution reducing the membership 
of the County Planning Board to seven members. The County Administrator stated the County 
Planning Board has to adopt this change to their by-laws to be effective in January. They are 
going to remove the inactive members.  

 RFP for Planning 239 Reviews – RFP should be done by next month.   
 
CONSIDER RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF BILL ALLOWING NYS ORPTS TO PAY TAXES IN 
THE WASHINGTON COUNTY WMA – Resolution attached. A motion to present a resolution in 
support was moved by Mr. Shay, seconded by Mr. Moore and adopted.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 

 Lakes to Locks Passage – Bruce Ferguson is the Secretary to the Lakes to Locks Passage Board. 
They received a grant a few years ago to do a few projects in the eastern part of the County. A 
part of that grant was to create two kiosks to be placed in the Town of Jackson and to proceed 
they need $500 of matching funds. He suggested using Occupancy Tax funds. There is also 
monies left in the tourism contingency. A motion to take the requested funding, $500, out of this 
year’s Tourism contingency line was moved by Ms. Idleman, seconded by Mr. Shay and adopted.  

 Draft County Right to Farm Law for the next meeting – A County right to farm law would cover the 
towns that have not adopted such a law. The County Administrator will ask the County Attorney to 
draft a County Right to Farm Law for consideration at the next meeting.   

 
The meeting adjourned at 1:47 P.M.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Debra Prehoda, Clerk 
 Washington County Board of Supervisors 
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