
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 29, 2019  

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Campbell, O’Brien, Hogan, Clary 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: LaPointe, Shay, Haff 
SUPERVISORS: Moore, Fedler, Ferguson, Shaw, Hicks, Rozell 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk    Al Nolette, County Treasurer    
Roger Wickes, County Attorney   Jim Buxton, Code Enforcement Administrator 
Mike Gray, Alternative Sentencing Director Glen Gosnell, PS Director 
Dan Boucher, Probation Supervisor  Bruce Mason, EMS Coordinator    
Christian Morris, Assistant District Attorney  Mike Mercure, Public Defender 
Sheriff Murphy     Public  
 
AGENDA AS PRESENTED IN COMMITTEE NOTICE: 
1. Call to Order 
2. Accept Minutes – November 27, 2018 
3. Department Reports/Requests: 

A. Code Enforcement 
1) Department Updates 

B. District Attorney  
1) Present/Request for Approval of Crime Forfeiture Spending Plan  

C. Alternative Sentencing 
1) Department Updates 

      D.  Public Defender 
 1)  Request Permission for Intern  
      E.  Sheriff 
 1)  Present/Request Approval of Crime Forfeiture Spending Plan  
4. Other Business  
5.  Adjournment 

 
Chairman Campbell called the meeting to order at 1:05 P.M.   
 
A motion to accept the minutes of the November 27, 2018 meeting was moved by Mr. O’Brien, 
seconded by Mrs. Clary and adopted.  
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS /REQUESTS: 

 
CODE ENFORCEMENT – Jim Buxton, Director, addressed the following items with the 
committee: 

 2018 JANUARY 2019 

Construction Inspections 2333 150 

Fire Inspections 131 11 

Building Renewals 2088 72 (55 Bldg. & 17 Septic) 

Building Permits 595 19 

Septic Permits 140 5 

Operating Permits  3 

Court Appearances  8 

New Code Enforcement Officer attend school; 24 hours – 1st of 6 required training.   
 
ALTERNATIVE SENTENCING – Mike Gray, Director, addressed the following items with the 
committee: 

• Department Updates:  
o Permission for Intern – Internship is unpaid for one hundred twenty hours.  The 

participant is Keaysie Carpenter who works in Buildings and Grounds and will intern 
in Alternative Sentencing 1 – 2 hours per week to fulfill requirements of internship  
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through SUNY Delhi. She will be reporting directly to Sue Mowry, Assistant Director, 
and involved in the different aspects of their programs. A motion to approve unpaid 
internship in Alternative Sentencing, Keaysie Carpenter – 120 hours through SUNY 
Delhi, was moved by Mr. Hogan and seconded by Mr. O’Brien. Discussion. The 
County Attorney stated this is the first time we have an employee do an internship and 
wanted to ensure this is off the clock. This will require strict monitoring to keep the 
internship and her work at the County separate. The motion to approve unpaid 
internship in Alternative Sentencing, Keaysie Carpenter – 120 hours through SUNY 
Delhi, was moved by Mr. Hogan, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and adopted.  

o Winter Fest is scheduled for this weekend. New this year is a senior warming tent.  
o Lifeguard class scheduled for February 19th – 22nd at the Hudson Falls Middle School. 

Those interested should contact the Youth Bureau/Alternative Sentencing Office.    
 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY – Christian Morris, 1st Assistant District Attorney, addressed the 
following item with the committee: 

• Crime Forfeiture Plan – Spending Plan for Forfeited Funds 2019 distributed, attached. The 
County Treasurer stated according to the Forfeiture Policy, the District Attorney and Sheriff 
present their crime forfeiture plans to the committee, the full Board adopts the plan and a 
budget is established before they can start spending those funds. The current funds available 
as of 12/31/18 is $51,401.30. A motion to approve District Attorney’s Crime Forfeiture 
Spending Plan for 2019 was moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Mr. Hogan and adopted. 

 
PUBLIC DEFENDER - Mike Mercure, Public Defender, addressed the following item with the 
committee: 

• Request Permission for Intern – A motion to approve unpaid internship in the Public 
Defender’s Office, Jessica Pettys – Hudson Falls High School, who will be observing Family 
and County Courts was moved by Mr. Hogan, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and adopted. 

 
SHERIFF – Sheriff Murphy addressed the following items with the committee: 

• Present/Request Approval of Crime Forfeiture Spending Plan – Spending Plan for Forfeited 
Funds 2019 distributed, attached. The current funding available as of January 7, 2019 is 
$21,648.56. A motion to approve Sheriff’s Crime Forfeiture Spending Plan for 2019 was 
moved by Mr. Hogan, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and adopted.  

• Legalization of Marijuana – The Sheriff did not attend the Board Meeting but the discussion 
came up about selling marijuana in liquor stores and it is his understanding that part of the 
legislation states that it cannot be sold in a liquor store or in a place where there is gambling. 
The Sheriff’s Association is coming out with a press release next week expressing their 
opinion and concerns about legalizing marijuana. They are very concerned with this 
legislation and does not believe it has been thought through and the effects it is going to have 
on County government and employees – bargaining units. He stated if it is legal and having 
employees under the influence. He stated we are in an opioid crisis and now we are going to 
legalize another substance that impairs. He stated the County Health Officials Association 
has come out against legalization. He stated look at Colorado after they legalized it and the 
fatality accidents have gone up over 100% due to impaired drivers. They are having a lot of 
problems with law enforcement, unions and with employees. A lot to consider. He thought 
the newspaper article read putting revenue ahead of public health concerns. Using marijuana 
significantly increases the likelihood of using other drugs/opioids. He would be available to 
addressed this further with the committee. The County Attorney stated there is a big  
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difference between legalization – no penalties and decriminalization – means what are the 
penalties for being caught with the stuff which can range from a violation to a felony.  Criminal 
Justice advocates prefer legalization which would reduce the number of law enforcement 
stops for possible marijuana possession which they feel unjustly affects minorities.   

 
OTHER BUSINESS:  
 
PUBLIC SAFETY – Glen Gosnell, Director, addressed the following items with the committee:  

• NY - ALERT – Handout attached. Asked Supervisors to display in their town halls this 
information about NY - Alert and urge people to sign up.  

• Recent rain, snow and thawing incidents that happened last week, they are going to do 
damage assessments and asked that towns complete and return damage forms for any work 
they did or plan to do due regarding these incidents.  

• Move unspent grant funds from 2018 forward. A motion to move unspent grant funds from 
2018 forward to 2019 and forward to the Finance Committee for consideration was moved 
by Mr. Hogan, seconded by Mrs. Clary and adopted.  

 
EMS – Bruce Mason, EMS Coordinator, addressed the following items with the committee: 

• New protocols going into effect for basic EMTs expanding their level of operations and also 
for AMTs. Everything is getting more intense. The State is moving towards transitioning the 
Critical Care Level Technicians to Paramedics and there is a bridge course available. Forty-
nine Critical Care Level Technicians in the region have signed up for the course. Small 
towns/communities struggling now with manpower will continue to struggle. They need help 
from the State Legislature. Squads are doing the very best they can. He stated Narcan is 
being administered throughout the county.  

 
PROBATION – Dan Boucher, Probation, addressed the following items with the committee: 

• Gov Pay – The Probation Director plans to address this at next month’s meeting. This 
streamlines restitution payments through credit cards. The Sheriff currently uses gov pay. This 
would allow Probation to receive funds in a manner that is a little quicker.  

• Raise the Age – Still a learning curve. To date, Probation has had nine Raise the Age cases 
since October 1, 2018. One defendant is three of those cases.   
 
The meeting adjourned at  1:51 P.M.  
 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk 
Washington County Board of Supervisors 
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