
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 28, 2020 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Ward, Hogan, Haff, Hicks, O’Brien, 
Clary, Rozell 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
SUPERVISORS: Hall, Henke, Ferguson, Shaw, Campbell 
Debra Prehoda, Clerk    Al Nolette, County Treasurer    
Roger Wickes, County Attorney   Mike Gray, Alternative Sentencing Director   
Tony Jordan, District Attorney   Glen Gosnell, Director Public Safety   
Tim Hardy, Deputy Director Public Safety Bruce Mason, EMS Coordinator  
John Graham, Code Enforcement Admin.  Anthony White, Probation Director 
Mike Mercure, Public Defender 
 
AGENDA AS PRESENTED IN COMMITTEE NOTICE: 
1. Call to Order 
2. Accept Minutes – November 26, 2019  
3. Department Reports/Requests: 

A. Coroners 
1) Discuss Additional Fees – Autopsy/Morgue Services  

      B. Alternative Sentencing 
 1. Department Update  
      C. Code Enforcement 
 1. Discuss County Issued Cell Phones for Department  
 2. Permit Renewal Form Updates 
      D. Public Safety 
 1. Project Updates – Homeland Security Grant; CAD System 
 2. 911 Communications Center Activity Reports 
      E. District Attorney 
 1. Request Permission for Vacation Carryover for Staff Member  
      F. Sheriff 
 1. Request Resolution Opposing Bail Reform 
      G. Public Defender 
 1. ILS Funding Update 
 2. ILS Immigration Grant 
 3. Assistant Public Defender Position Opening/Backfill 
 4. Request Permission to Provide Lunch for Inter Department Meeting  
4. Other Business  
5.  Adjournment 

 
Chairman Ward called the meeting to order at 1:00 P.M.    
 
A motion to accept the minutes of the November 26, 2019 meeting was moved by Mr. Rozell, 
seconded by Mr. Hogan and adopted.  
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS /REQUESTS: 
 
CORONERS – 

• Additional Fees – Autopsy/Morgue Services – When the morgue at the Glens Falls Hospital 
is full there is a removal fee to transport to M.B. Kilmer’s refrigeration unit. The hospital plans 
to increase their storage capacity and this will only be temporary. As of January 1, 2020, the 
cost to use M.B. Kilmer’s refrigeration unit and removal to and from the hospital are as 
follows:  

o Removal from Glens Falls Hospital to M.B. Kilmer’s Refrigeration unit $100 
o Refrigeration is $50 per day 
o Removal from M.B. Kilmer’s refrigeration unit back to Glens Falls Hospital $100 
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A motion to forward additional Coroner’s fees to the Finance Committee for consideration 
was moved by Mr. Hogan, seconded by Mr. Haff and adopted.  
 

ALTERNATIVE SENTENCING – Mike Gray, Director, addressed the following items with the 
committee: 

• Community Service Update:   
o Finished painting Easton Town Hall 
o Next Granville – halfway house 

• Winter Fest scheduled for Saturday February 1st at Lake Lauderdale.  

• Risk Assessment – Explained how Alternative Sentencing conducts a risk assessment on a 
client, handouts attached of initial and follow up assessments.  Determining the level of risk 
that this person is going to reoffend; likelihood of committing an offense.  

 
CODE ENFORCEMENT – John Graham, Code Enforcement Administrator, addressed the 
following items: 

• Discuss County Issued Cell Phones for Department – The department does not have cell 
phones; they can only be reached by the office phone number and they do not want to use 
their personal cell phones. Would like cell phones for the department. They are also getting 
laptops for their work in the field replacing their desktop units scheduled for replacement. 
Estimated the cost to be about $2500 per year for everyone to have cell phones. There are 
seven employees in the department. No funds in the  budget for this expense. A motion to 
send request to purchase cell phones and budget amendment to the Finance Committee for 
consideration was moved by Mr. Hogan, seconded by Mrs. Clary and adopted.  

• Permit Renewal Form Updates – Started sending out permit renewal forms for any open 
permit applications from 2015 forward. Sample amendment/renewal of application for 
building permit letter attached. There are approximately two thousand (2000) open permits 
back to 1985.    

 
PUBLIC SAFETY – Glen Gosnell, Director, addressed the following items, handout attached.  

• Project Updates – Homeland Security Grant Project Update, handout attached listing the 
various grants. They continue to maximize their grant funds and are on schedule will all 
grants and reports. Requesting to move unspent FY19 Emergency Management 
Performance Grant (EMPG) funds into the 2020 budget. A motion to forward budget 
amendment to move unspent FY19 EMPG funds forward to 2020 in the amount of $28,084 
to the Finance Committee was moved by Mrs. Clary, seconded by Mr. Hicks and adopted.   

• Radio System Project - Working with vendor to continue upgrade project.  

• CAD System Project – Continue to work with vendor on outstanding issues.  

• Extend PSAP Telephony Contract – Current contract expired 12/31/19 and requesting and 
extension, 01/01/2020 – 12/31/2020, at a cost of $4,965.60. Funding included in 2020 
budget. Switching from Verizon to Motorola with upgrade of the 911 systems.  A motion to 
approve extension to PSAP Telephony reporting system contract for the period 1/1/20 – 
12/31/20 in the amount of $4,965.60 was moved by Mr. Hicks, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and 
adopted.   

• Communications Microwave System/Network Maintenance Contract - Completed initial 
period of maintenance and warranty and requesting to contract with lowest quote for 
maintenance services. A motion to approve contracting with lowest quote for preventative 
microwave network maintenance, service and support for two (2) years at a cost of $27,000  
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per year was moved by Mr. O’Brien, seconded by Mrs. Clary and adopted. This is funded 
under their SICG (Statewide Interoperable Communications) grant program.   

• Photogrammetry/Mapping System/Application – They have secured grant funding through
their EMPG grant for photogrammetry and aerial mapping services for Public Safety and the
Sheriff’s Department for the UAS program (drones) at a cost of $6,000. A motion to approve
moving forward with EMPG grant funding for photogrammetry/mapping system applications
in the amount of $6,000 was moved, seconded and adopted.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY – Tony Jordan, District Attorney, addressed the following items: 

• Request Permission for Vacation Carryover for Staff Member – Request for Chief Assistant
District Attorney to carry over 48 hours of vacation time due to the changes in discovery and
bail and the intense training the last four months of the year. A motion to approve the Chief
Assistant District Attorney carrying over 48 hours of vacation time was moved by Mr. Hicks,
seconded by Mrs. Clary and adopted.

• Will send out an invitation/email to the Drug Court graduation ceremony that will take place
on February 19th.

SHERIFF – Sheriff Murphy addressed the following items with the committee: 

• Request Resolution Opposing Bail Reform – A motion to present a resolution opposing bail
reform was moved by Mr. O’Brien and seconded by Mr. Rozell. Discussion. The committee
would like to see the proposed wording prior to the Board meeting. A motion to present a
resolution opposing bail reform and forward to the Finance Committee for discussion was
moved by Mrs. Fedler, seconded by Mr. Rozell and adopted.

• Black Creek – The Black Creek system controls the cameras system and all security in the
Jail. Requesting a waiver from the Procurement Policy to continue to contract with them for
their services. A motion to forward request for waiver for continuation of Black Creek
contracted services to the Finance Committee for consideration was moved by Mr. Hicks,
seconded by Mrs. Clary and adopted.

• Congratulated Sheriff Murphy on being elected President of the NYS Sheriff’s Association.

PUBLIC DEFENDER – Mike Mercure, Director, addressed the following items: 

• ILS Funding Update – The Public Defender is working on a project with the County
Administrator and County Treasurer and will present a full overview of the ILS funding next
month. Receiving $678,523.00 to be credited to the 2019 budget for past due funding that
they held off on to maximize their Hurrell-Harring funding.

• ILS Immigration Grant – There is an ILS grant that has been released for regional immigration
centers. We already have a regional immigration center in Albany and he does not know if it
is worth our time to apply. Albany to St. Lawrence County is our region and there are four
other regions. He feels Albany will get the award on this grant. The committee did not express
any interest in pursuing.

• Assistant Public Defender Position Opening/Backfill – Due to a resignation, he is requesting
to backfill an Assistant Public Defender position. A former Assistant Public Defender has
expressed interest in the position, Amanda Martin. He feels it is critical to the office to avoid
any extended vacancies with all of the obligations in the office. A motion to forward backfill
request, Assistant Public Defender position, to the Personnel Committee for consideration
was moved by Mr. Hicks, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and adopted.
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• Request Permission to Provide Lunch for Inter Department Meeting – Requesting permission
to provide lunch for an inter department meeting between the Public Defenders, Alterative
Sentencing, Probation and District Attorney’s Offices.  The Jail will cater the lunch and he
has ILS training funding in his budget for this expense. The meeting is to improve relations
between the offices as they all work on the new legislation. Scheduled for Thursday, February
13th at noon in the basement training room. No estimate of the cost but believes it to be
nominal. A motion to approve lunch expense for inter department meeting on February 13th

was moved by Mrs. Clary, seconded by Mr. Hogan and adopted.

OTHER BUSINESS: 
EMS – Bruce Mason, EMS Coordinator, distributed a handout on the EMS workforce shortage 
in New York State, a concern he has expressed many times to the committee, handout attached. 
This is a very serious matter. Only about one-third of EMS providers are volunteers and feels 
that is a very dangerous number. All eight squads in the County are operational and an upcoming 
training class is scheduled for February.  

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF BILL A#09107 – Chairman Ward is requesting a resolution in 
support of Bill #A09107 sponsored by Assemblyman Stec that ensures privacy protections for 
all emergency personnel present at a crime scheme including ambulance services or advanced 
life support first response services, certified first responders, firefighters, emergency medical 
technicians or advanced emergency medical technicians, who are employed by or enrolled 
members of any such service. This gives the same privacy protections to emergency personnel 
as police officers have regarding contact information. A motion authorizing a resolution in 
support of Bill #A09107 ensuring privacy protections for all emergency personnel present at a 
crime scene was moved by Mr. Hicks, seconded by Mr. O’Brien and adopted.  

A motion to adjourn was moved by Mr. Rozell, seconded by Mr. Hogan and adopted. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:20 P.M. 

Debra Prehoda, Clerk 
Washington County Board of Supervisors 
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